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Complex Business Litigation, Appellate Practice, Class Action Litigation, Product
Liability Litigation, Employment Litigation, ERISA Litigation

Mr. Chiles focuses on business-related dispute resolution, including trial and appellate
practice in state and federal courts. His most recent jury-trial successes include
defending a convenience-store owner/operator against a former employee’s allegations
of malicious prosecution and securing judgment for a family-owned business against
two former employees and their new employer on a variety of contract and tort claims.
In other jury trials, Mr. Chiles has successfully defended herbicide formulators in a multi-
week case against farmers’ product-liability claims, successfully defended a publicly
traded computer company in a multi-week trial against its competitor's defamation and
conspiracy claims, obtained injunctive relief and a favorable decision for a waste-
hauling company and a municipality alleging business-related torts and violations of
municipal laws, and won a contract dispute for the developers of a subdivision against
their general contractor. He has prevailed in a number of bench trials on subjects
including the authority of a property owners’ association, qualifications for elective
office, the constitutionality of state regulations, and the division of an attorneys’ fee. He
has defended class actions against chemical companies, insurance companies,
pharmaceutical companies, finance companies, providers of wireless telephone
services, food companies, financial institutions, and retailers and has handled class
litigation on a variety of topics, including consumer fraud, deceptive trade practices, the
unauthorized practice of law, insurance claims-handling, race discrimination, and
breach of contract. He regularly represents manufacturers and distributors in product-
liability cases; employers in employment-related cases; and insurers in ERISA,
coverage, and bad-faith litigation.

A member of the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers, Mr. Chiles has an active
civil appellate practice in state and federal courts. His successes include reversal of a
$2.5 million judgment against an international product manufacturer due to lack of
personal jurisdiction, reversal in two different cases due to the failure of trial judges to
recuse because of the appearance of bias, affirmance of judgment as a matter of law
against an insurance bad-faith claim, affirmance of summary judgment in a precedent-
setting decision about the requirements for a serious health condition under the FMLA,
affirmance of summary judgment in a precedent-setting decision about the fair-report
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privilege in state defamation law, affirmance of summary judgment in a multi-million-
dollar case about a premises owner’s duty to a business invitee, and affirmance of
summary judgment in a legal-malpractice case due to lack of causation of injury from an
untimely notice of appeal. He has appellate experience across a broad range of issues,
including the differences between state and federal wage-and-hour laws, the propriety
of class certification, the enforceability of arbitration provisions, the admissibility of
expert testimony under Daubert, the jurisdiction of state regulatory bodies, the
constitutionality of punitive-damage awards, the sufficiency of the evidence in sexual-
harassment and retaliation cases, and attacks on sanctions for discovery abuses. He
has argued multiple times in the Eighth Circuit and Arkansas’s appellate courts. He is a
member of the drafting committee for Handling Appeals in Arkansas, published by the
Arkansas Bar Association, and has been a frequent speaker regarding appeals in
Arkansas and the Eighth Circuit.

Recognition

The Best Lawyers in America® recognizes Mr. Chiles in nine practice areas:
Appellate Practice
Bet-the-Company Litigation
Commercial Litigation
Employee Benefits (ERISA) Law
Litigation — ERISA
Litigation — Labor & Employment
Mass Tort Litigation / Class Actions — Defendants
Personal Injury Litigation — Defendants
Product Liability Litigation — Defendants

He was named the 2016 Little Rock Product Liability Litigation - Defendants Lawyer of
the Year, 2017 Little Rock Employee Benefits (ERISA) Law Lawyer of the Year, 2020
Little Rock Appellate Practice Lawyer of the Year, and 2022 Little Rock Mass Tort
Litigation/Class Actions — Defendants Lawyer of the Year by Best Lawyers®.

Chambers USA’s Guide to America’s Leading Lawyers for Business cites Mr. Chiles as
a leading lawyer in Arkansas:

Commercial Litigation

Labor & Employment

Super Lawyers identifies Mr. Chiles as one of the Top 50 Super Lawyers in Arkansas.

Benchmark Litigation recognizes Mr. Chiles as a Local Litigation Star and a Labor &
Employment Star - South.

Mr. Chiles is rated AV Preeminent® by Martindale-Hubbell.
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Education and Clerkship

Mr. Chiles graduated from Harvard Law School cum laude and from Hendrix College
summa cum laude. He received the highest score when he took the Arkansas Bar
Examination. He clerked for the Honorable G. Thomas Eisele, United States District
Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas.

Admissions

State of Arkansas

State of Tennessee

United States Supreme Court

United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit

United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit

United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit

United States District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Arkansas
United States District Courts for the Western and Middle Districts of Tennessee
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Texas

United States District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri

Associations and Affiliations

American Academy of Appellate Lawyers

The American Law Institute

American Bar Foundation

Arkansas Supreme Court Committee on Model Jury Instructions — Civil (Chair)
Litigation Counsel of America

International Association of Defense Counsel

Bar Association of the United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit
DRI

Arkansas Bar Foundation, Board of Directors (2020-2023)
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